CN Live! is Going Prime Time!
CN Live!, the webcast of Consortium News, is moving to a new
time slot.

Consortium
time.

News‘ weekly webcast, CN Live! is moving to prime

Beginning on Friday, Aug. 30 it will be aired at 8 pm

U.S. Eastern Daylight Time.

That is 5 pm on the U.S. West

Coast, 1 am in Britain, 2 am in Europe, and 10 am Saturdays
in Australia. And of course all shows are immediately
archived for replay viewing on our YouTube page.
In our first six episodes we have brought you several
newsmakers and analysts discussing the most important issues
of the day:

On WikiLeaks,

Editor-in-Chief Kristinn

Hrafnsson, UN Special Rapporteur on Torture Nils Melzer,
Chelsea Manning lawyer Nancy Hollander and psychologist
Lissa Johnson. On the Jeffrey Epstein case Prof. Francis
Boyle and journalist Whitney Webb. On the Seth Rich
controversy, Kim Dotcom, Dallas financier Ed Butowsky,
journalist Michael Isikoff, former NSA Technical Director
Bill Binney and ex-CIA analyst Ray McGovern.
On the Middle East, Prof. As’ad AbuKhalil and on Brazil and
Europe, roving correspondent Pepe Escobar.

Journalist

Margaret Kimberley spoke on racism and nationalism and
former U.S. Senator Mike Gravel and Marjorie Cohn on the
U.S. presidential race, plus Rebecca Peters and James Howard
Kunstler on gun violence.
Please make a donation to help keep the show going.
There will be no webcast today as we restructure the show
and implement technical upgrades.

So mark it down on your calendar:

CN Live!

Prime Time,

beginning Friday, August 30 with your hosts Elizabeth Vos
and Joe Lauria.
CN Live!

WATCH: CN Live! Kim Dotcom, Bill Binney,
Mike Gravel Episode 4
Mike Gravel discusses this week’s Democratic debates he was
shut out of; plus CN Live!‘s interview with Kim Dotcom on
the DNC and Podesta leaks, and who leaked them, is dissected
by Bill Binney, former

NSA technical director.

The fourth episode of CN Live!, featured former U.S. Senator
Mike Gravel, discussing this week’s Democratic Party debates
that he was prevented from joining despite meeting the DNC
requirements; and internet entrepreneur Kim Dotcom on the
DNC and Podesta emails and how they got to WikiLeaks. Kim’s
interview, taped earlier in New Zealand, was aired here for
the first time, and was analyzed by Bill Binney, the former
National Security Agency technical director. All on CN Live!
with hosts Elizabeth Vos and Joe Lauria, with post-game
analysis by George Szamuely. Executive Producer: Cathy
Vogan. Technician: Ebon Kim. Watch it here:

WATCH THE REPLAY: Nils Melzer, Aaron
Mate’, Mike Gravel on CN Live! Premiere
The

UN

special

journalist

rapporteur

Aaron

Maté

on

and

torture,

former

U.S.

Nils

Melzer;

Senator

and

presidential candidate Mike Gravel were among the guests for
the premier edition of CN Live! Watch the replay at this
updated and now permanent link.

On

the premiere episode of

CN Live! ,

Nils Melzer, the

United Nations special rapporteur on torture and other
cruel,

inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, joined

us from Geneva to discuss his work on the condition of
imprisoned WikiLeaks publisher Julian Assange.

Journalist

Aaron Maté spoke to us from New York about his latest
article, “CrowdStrikeOut: Mueller’s Own Report Undercuts Its
Core Russia-Meddling Claims“.

Former U.S. Senator and

Democratic primary contender Mike Gravel, and Marjorie Cohn,
professor emerita at Thomas Jefferson School of Law and
former president of the National Lawyers Guild, joined the
program from California to discuss the race to the White
House.
Francis Boyle, international law professor at the University
of Illinois, picked apart the intelligence and political
machinations behind the arrest of financier Jeffery Epstein
on sex trafficking charges; and author and scholar George
Szamuely joined hosts Joe Lauria and Elizabeth Vos from
Budapest

to

dissect

the

latest

news

on

Assange

and

WikiLeaks.
Watch the replay of

CN Live!

on our Facebook page, on

Periscope and right here on Consortium News at this
permanent link:

CN Radio—Episode 7: Francis Boyle on
Extradition of Julian Assange
With Julian Assange facing an extradition hearing on May 2,
Consortium News Radio speaks with international law expert
Francis Boyle, professor at the University of Illinois.
Francis Boyle on the U.S.-UK extradition treaty and the way
forward for Assange. (30 minutes).

VIDEO: Pro and Anti-Venezuela Coup
Protestors Face Off in Front of White
House
UPDATED: Demonstrators for and against regime change in
Venezuela converged on the White House on Saturday and there
were some angry scenes as D.C. mounted police took their
positions in Lafayette Park.
Updated to include video of the entire anti-coup rally
below.
By Joe Lauria
in Washington
Special to Consortium News

Rising

tensions in Venezuela boiled over in front of the

White House on Saturday as a protest rally against U.S.
intervention to overthrow the elected government in Caracas
was met by counter-demonstrators who asked Donald Trump, at
home in the president’s mansion, for help in overthrowing
the government of Nicolas Maduro.
Washington’s open support for self-declared president Juan
Gauidó has so far failed to dislodge Maduro from office as
the Venezuelan military digs in and U.S. officials strongly
hint that American military intervention could be next.
After a week of nation-wide power failures blamed by the
Venezuelan government on U.S. cyber attacks, American
Airlines abruptly cancelled all flights into and out of the
country.
Among the speakers denouncing Washington’s attempted coup
were activists Cindy Sheehan, Medea Benjamin, Lee Camp and
Brian Becker, who called the Trump administration’s moves a
naked

grab

Venezuela.

for

the

world’s

largest

oil

reserves

in

The anti-coup protestors, numbering about 2,000,

later marched through the streets of the capital, stopping
in front of the Trump International Hotel, where Becker
denounced

the

billionaires’

billionaire
interests

president

while

ignoring

for
those

serving
of

the

Venezuelan and American people.
“This is what Trump really wants: the triumph of wealth over
people,” Becker said. “Donald Trump: that is a fantasy. The
coup is rejected by the people of Venezuela. “
The

protestors

then

marched

to

the

New

York

Avenue

Presbyterian Church where they were addressed via Skype by

Pentagon Papers whistleblower Dan Ellsberg and Green Party
presidential candidate Jill Stein, as well as by activist
groups who traveled to Washington from around the country.
The following 17-minute video by Consortium News Editor Joe
Lauria shows confrontations by protestors from both sides
and then moves from the counter-demonstration to the anticoup

rally,

which

is

addressed

by

journalist

Max

Blumenthal.
Watch the entire anti-coup rally here (1 hour, 38 minutes):
Watch the anti-coup protestors converge on the Trump
International Hotel (3 min.):

As Manning Goes to Jail, Watch the 19th
Vigil for Assange
As Chelsea Manning is jailed for refusing to testify against
Julian Assange, watch the discussion on 19th online vigil
for Julian Assange.
The guests included Greg Palast, Brian Becker, Lee
Stranahan, John Kiriakou, George Szamuely and hosts
Elizabeth Vos and Joe Lauria.
You can watch the replay here:

The Prisoner Says ‘No’ to Big Brother
The refusal by Australia’s foreign ministry to honor the
UN’s declaration that Julian Assange is the victim of
“arbitrary detention” is a shameful breach of the letter and
spirit of international law, says John Pilger.
By John Pilger
in Sydney, Australia

W henever

I visit Julian Assange, we meet in a

room he knows too well. There is a bare table and
pictures of Ecuador on the walls. There is a
bookcase where the books never change. The
curtains are always drawn and there is no natural light. The
air is still and fetid.
This is Room 101.
Before I enter Room 101, I must surrender my passport and
phone. My pockets and possessions are examined. The food I
bring is inspected.
The man who guards Room 101 sits in what looks like an oldfashioned telephone box. He watches a screen, watching
Julian. There are others unseen, agents of the state,
watching and listening.
Cameras are everywhere in Room 101. To avoid them, Julian
maneuvers us both into a corner, side by side, flat up
against the wall. This is how we catch up: whispering and
writing to each other on a notepad, which he shields from
the cameras. Sometimes we laugh.
I have my designated time slot. When that expires, the door

in Room 101 bursts open and the guard says, “Time is up!” On
New Year’s Eve, I was allowed an extra 30 minutes and the
man in the phone box wished me a happy new year, but not
Julian.
Of course, Room 101 is the room in George Orwell’s prophetic
novel,1984, where the thought police watched and tormented
their prisoners, and worse, until people surrendered their
humanity and principles and obeyed Big Brother Julian
Assange will never obey Big Brother. His resilience and
courage are astonishing, even though his physical health
struggles to keep up.
Julian is a distinguished Australian, who has changed the
way many people think about duplicitous governments. For
this, he is a political refugee subjected to what the United
Nations calls “arbitrary detention”.
The UN says he has the right of free passage to freedom, but
this is denied. He has the right to medical treatment
without fear of arrest, but this is denied. He has the right
to compensation, but this is denied.
As founder and editor of WikiLeaks, his crime has been to
make sense of dark times. WikiLeaks has an impeccable record
of accuracy and authenticity which no newspaper, no TV
channel, no radio station, no BBC, no New York Times, no
Washington Post, no Guardiancan equal. Indeed, it shames
them.
That explains why he is being punished.
For example:
Last week, the International Court of Justice ruled that the

British Government had no legal powers over the Chagos
Islanders, who in the 1960s and 70s, were expelled in secret
from their homeland on Diego Garcia in the Indian Ocean and
sent into exile and poverty. Countless children died, many
of them, from sadness. It was an epic crime few knew about.
For almost 50 years, the British have denied the islanders’
the right to return to their homeland, which they had given
to the Americans for a major military base.
In 2009, the British Foreign Office concocted a “marine
reserve” around the Chagos archipelago.
This touching concern for the environment was exposed as a
fraud when WikiLeaks published a secret cable from the
British Government reassuring the Americans that “the former
inhabitants would find it difficult, if not possible, to
pursue their claim for resettlement on the islands if the
entire Chagos Archipelago were a marine reserve.”
The truth of the conspiracy clearly influenced the momentous
decision of the International Court of Justice.
WikiLeaks has also revealed how the United States spies on
its allies; how the CIA can watch you through your Iphone;
how Presidential candidate Hillary Clinton took vast sums of
money from Wall Street for secret speeches that reassured
the bankers that if she was elected, she would be their
friend.
In 2016, WikiLeaks revealed a direct connection between
Clinton

and

organized

jihadism

in

the

Middle

East:

terrorists, in other words. One email disclosed that when
Clinton was US Secretary of State, she knew that Saudi

Arabia and Qatar were funding Islamic State, yet she
accepted huge donations for her foundation from both
governments.
She then approved the world’s biggest ever arms sale to her
Saudi benefactors: arms that are currently being used
against the stricken people of Yemen.
That explains why he is being punished.
WikiLeaks has also published more than 800,000 secret files
from Russia, including the Kremlin, telling us more about
the machinations of power in that country than the specious
hysterics of the Russia-gate pantomime in Washington.
This is real journalism — journalism of a kind now
considered exotic: the antithesis of Vichy journalism, which
speaks for the enemy of the people and takes its sobriquet
from the Vichy government that occupied France on behalf of
the Nazis.
Vichy journalism is censorship by omission, such as the
untold

scandal

of

the

collusion

between

Australian

governments and the United States to deny Julian Assange his
rights as an Australian citizen and to silence him.
In 2010, Prime Minister Julia Gillard went as far as
ordering the Australian Federal Police to investigate and
hopefully prosecute Assange and WikiLeaks — until she was
informed by the AFP that no crime had been committed.
Last weekend, the Sydney Morning Herald published a lavish
supplement promoting a celebration of “Me Too” at the Sydney
Opera House on 10 March. Among the leading participants is
the recently retired Minister of Foreign Affairs, Julie

Bishop.
Bishop has been on show in the local media lately, lauded as
a loss to politics: an “icon”, someone called her, to be
admired.
The elevation to celebrity feminism of one so politically
primitive as Bishop tells us how much so-called identity
politics have subverted an essential, objective truth: that
what matters, above all, is not your gender but the class
you serve.
Before she entered politics, Julie Bishop was a lawyer who
served the notorious asbestos miner James Hardie which
fought claims by men and their families dying horribly from
asbestos.
Lawyer Peter Gordon recalls Bishop “rhetorically asking the
court why workers should be entitled to jump court queues
just because they were dying.”
Bishop says she “acted on instructions … professionally and
ethically.”
Perhaps she was merely “acting on instructions” when she
flew to London and Washington last year with her ministerial
chief of staff, who had indicated that the Australian
Foreign Minister would raise Julian’s case and hopefully
begin the diplomatic process of bringing him home.
Julian’s father had written a moving letter to the then
Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull, asking the government to
intervene diplomatically to free his son. He told Turnbull
that he was worried Julian might not leave the embassy

alive.
Julie Bishop had every opportunity in the UK and the U.S. to
present a diplomatic solution that would bring Julian home.
But this required the courage of one proud to represent a
sovereign, independent state, not a vassal.
Instead, she made no attempt to contradict the British
Foreign Secretary, Jeremy Hunt, when he said outrageously
that Julian “faced serious charges”. What charges? There
were no charges.
Australia’s Foreign Minister abandoned her duty to speak up
for an Australian citizen, prosecuted with nothing, charged
with nothing, guilty of nothing.
Will those feminists who fawn over this false icon at the
Opera House next Sunday be reminded of her role in colluding
with foreign forces to punish an Australian journalist, one
whose work has revealed that rapacious militarism has
smashed the lives of millions of ordinary women in many
countries: in Iraq alone, the US-led invasion of that
country, in which Australia participated, left 700,000
widows.
So what can be done? An Australian government that was
prepared to act in response to a public campaign to rescue
the refugee football player, Hakeem al-Araibi, from torture
and persecution in Bahrain, is capable of bringing Julian
Assange home.
The refusal by the Department of Foreign Affairs in Canberra
to honor the United Nations’ declaration that Julian is the
victim of “arbitrary detention” and has a fundamental right

to his freedom, is a shameful breach of the letter and
spirit of international law.
Why has the Australian government made no serious attempt to
free Assange? Why did Julie Bishop bow to the wishes of two
foreign powers? Why is this democracy traduced by its
servile relationships, and integrated with lawless foreign
power?
The persecution of Julian Assange is the conquest of us all:
of our independence, our self respect, our intellect, our
compassion, our politics, our culture.
So stop scrolling. Organize. Occupy. Insist. Persist. Make a
noise. Take direct action. Be brave and stay brave. Defy the
thought police.
War is not peace, freedom is not slavery, ignorance is not
strength. If Julian can stand up to Big Brother , so can you: so
can all of us.

John Pilger gave this speech at a rally for Julian Assange
in Sydney on March 3, organized by the Socialist Equality
Party. You can watch it here:
Video by Cathy Vogan

John Pilger is an Australian-British journalist and
filmmaker based in London. Pilger’s Web site
is: www.johnpilger.com. In 2017, the British Library
announced a John Pilger Archive of all his written and
filmed work. The British Film Institute includes his 1979
film, “Year Zero: the Silent Death of Cambodia,” among the
10 most important documentaries of the 20thcentury. Some of
his previous contributions to Consortium News can be found

here.

Media Serve the Governors, Not the
Governed
Since 2006 WikiLeaks has been censuring governments with
governments’ own words. It has been doing the job the U.S.
constitution intended the press to do, says Joe Lauria.
By Joe Lauria
in Sydney, Australia

In

his 1971 opinion in the Pentagon Papers case,

U.S. Supreme Court Justice Hugo Black wrote: “In
the First Amendment the Founding Fathers gave the
free press the protection it must have to fulfill
its essential role in our democracy. The press was to serve
the governed, not the governors. The Government’s power to
censor the press was abolished so that the press would
remain forever free to censure the Government.”
That’s what WikiLeaks and Julian Assange have been doing
since 2006: censuring governments with governments’ own
words

pried

from

secrecy

by

WikiLeak’s

sources—whistleblowers. In other words, WikiLeaks has been
doing the job the U.S. constitution intended the press to
do.
One can hardly imagine anyone sitting on today’s U.S.
Supreme Court writing such an opinion. Even more troubling
is the news media having turned its back on its mission.
Today they almost always serve the governors—not the

governed.
The question is why.
Consolidation of media ownership has increased obedience of
desperate journalists; entertainment divisions have taken
over

news

departments;

and

careerist

reporters

live

vicariously through the power of those they cover, rejecting
the press’ unique power to hold those officials to account.
It comes down ultimately to lifestyles. Men go to war to
protect and further their lifestyles. The press cheers them
on for residual material betterment and increase in status.
Millions of lives erased for lifestyles.
It used to be accepted in television that news departments
would lose money and would be supported by the entertainment
division. That’s because news was considered a public
service. TV newsmen—they were almost all men in those
days—were former wire service and newspaper reporters.
But greed has put the presenters’ personalities before
public service, as entertainment masquerades as news.
Newspapers have sacrificed investigative units to maximize
profit. Government is the winner.
The

abdication

of

the

mainstream

media

of

their

constitutional responsibility to serve the governed and not
the governors has left a void filled for more than a decade
by WikiLeaks.
No longer do today’s Daniel Ellsbergs need to take their
chances with editors at The New York Times or The Washington
Post,

or

with

their

reporters

spinning

the

damning

information they risk their freedom to get to the public—no

matter how disinterested and distracted the public may be.
Now the traditional media can be bypassed. WikiLeaks deals
in the raw material—that when revealed—governments hang
themselves with. That’s why they want Assange’s head. They
lust for revenge and to stop further leaks that threaten
their grip on power. That the corporate media has turned on
Assange and WikiLeaks reveals their service to the state and
how

much

they

prioritize

their

style

of

life—disregarding the carnage they help bring about.
In that Pentagon Papers’ decision, the majority of the court
ruled that the First Amendment prohibited the government
from exercising prior restraint—or censorship—on the media
before publication of classified information. But the
majority of the court also said the government could
prosecute journalists after publication.
Indeed the U.S. Espionage Act, which has withstood First
Amendment

challenges,

criminalizes

a

publisher’s

or

journalist’s mere possession, as well as dissemination, of
classified material. A 1961 amendment to the Act extended
U.S. jurisdiction across the world. Assange is threatened by
it.
U.S. administrations have been reluctant to take the step of
post-publication
prosecute

Sen.

prosecution,

Mike

Gravel,

however.
who

was

Nixon

did

not

constitutionally

protected when he read the Papers, given to him by Ellsberg,
into the Congressional record. But Gravel could have been
prosecuted for publishing the Papers as a book. Barack Obama
decided to back off Assange when it was plain The New York
Times and other corporate media would be as liable as

Assange and WikiLeaks for publishing classified information.
The virulently anti-media Trump administration, however, may
take that step if Assange is arrested.
From their point of view it’s easy to understand why the
U.S. wants to crush Assange. But what is Australia’s excuse?
Why is it fighting America’s battles? Why has the Australian
mainstream media also turned against Assange after an
election held in the U.S., not here? What has happened to
Australia’s

sovereignty?

That’s

a

question

that

can

be answered by Australians coming into the streets, like
today—and staying there until their compatriot is at last
free to leave that damned embassy. Free to continue to do
the job the media refuses to do.
Joe Lauria gave this speech at a rally for Julian Assange
organized by the Socialist Equality Party in Sydney on March
3. You can watch the video of the speech here:

Video by Cathy Vogan

Joe Lauria is editor-in-chief of Consortium News and a
former correspondent for The Wall Street Journal, Boston
Globe, Sunday Times of London and numerous other newspapers.
He can be reached at joelauria@consortiumnews.com and
followed on Twitter @unjoe .

Watch the 18th Vigil for Julian Assange
The 18th Unity4J vigil for Julian Assange was held Friday
evening. In this edition we broke down Trump lawyer Michael

Cohn’s testimony regarding WikiLeaks, Australia’s repressive
press law, as well as other news.
You can watch it here:

From Sydney: Whistle-Blowing, WikiLeaks
and the Future of Democracy
Consortium News webcast from Sydney, Australia a production
of politicsinthepub.org of an event Thursday on Whistleblowing, WikiLeaks and the Future of Democracy.

T he

speakers were Caitlin Johnstone, James Cogan, Cathy

Vogan, Ambassador Tony Kevin and CN Editor Joe Lauria from
Sydney. You can watch it here:

