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    Taking the Side of the Billionaires

    
        May 26, 2011    



	    
		    Exclusive: America’s Right pitches itself as populist, taking the side of the common man against “big guv-mint” and “lib-rhul elites,” but its actual policies from the NFL lockout to Rep. Paul Ryan’s budget side with the billionaires in what amounts…
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    Cheering Netanyahu’s Intransigence

    
        May 25, 2011    



	    
		    Exclusive: Republicans and Democrats in Congress leapt to their feet again and again to applaud Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu even as he was challenging the policies of President Barack Obama. Yet, this pro-Israeli solidarity could have harmful consequences for…
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    The Gospel According to Dylan

    
        May 25, 2011    



	    
		    Bob Dylan, the great poet/songwriter, turned 70 this week, prompting remembrances of how his words, music and anti-authoritarian vision helped shape generations of Americans, especially the one that came of age during the Vietnam War in the 1960s, as Gary…
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    Wall Street Was ‘Too Big to Jail’

    
        May 24, 2011    



	    
		    HBO’s new docudrama on the Wall Street crash of 2008 details the frantic government efforts to stabilize the banking system and stave off a global depression, but the program misses the systemic fraud and other crimes that were at the…

Read more →

	    


	    
		

	    
    Obama Goes AIPAC-ing

    
        May 23, 2011    



	    
		    Like many American politicians before him, President Barack Obama paid his respects on the American Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC), mostly telling the powerful lobby what it wanted to hear about the greatness of Israel and the evils of its…

Read more →

	    


	    
		

	    
    Obama’s Middle East Platitudes

    
        May 22, 2011    



	    
		    President Barack Obama’s speech on a “new chapter” in U.S. policy toward the Middle East was filled with platitudes befitting a New Year’s resolution, but there is little expectation that he will follow through, especially on the hardest issues like…

Read more →

	    


	    
		

	    
    Halberstam’s ‘Best-Brightest’ Blunder-2

    
        May 19, 2011    



	    
		    David Halberstam won acclaim and riches from his influential book, The Best and the Brightest, about the making of the Vietnam War, especially during the Kennedy and Johnson years. However, in retrospect, the book’s narrative asserting that John Kennedy and…

Read more →

	    


	    
		

	    
    Spain’s Tahrir Square

    
        May 19, 2011    



	    
		    Angered by “free-market” policies that have created high unemployment and are now forcing government spending cuts, tens of thousands of Spaniards are occupying central squares in Madrid and other cities in a challenge to the country’s economic elites, as Pablo…

Read more →

	    


	    
		

	    
    Leaving a Church of Free-Market Miracles

    
        May 17, 2011    



	    
		    A significant part of the U.S. population is stuck in angry denial, unwilling to acknowledge scientific realities (like global warming), embracing fictions (like Barack Obama’s Kenyan birth), and refusing to acknowledge America’s diminished situation (like the crumbling infrastructure of roads…

Read more →

	    


	    
		

	    
    Rand Paul’s ‘Health Right=Slavery’ Rant

    
        May 15, 2011    



	    
		    Sen. Rand Paul, a Tea Party favorite, likens the idea that every American should have a right to healthcare to the imposition of “slavery” on doctors like him and their staffs, a bizarre and extreme analogy that Lawrence Davidson dissects…

Read more →
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