What Russia Wants — and Expects
Washington’s political infighting has blocked President Trump’s plans for a new
détente with Russia but also has left the global playing field open for Russian
– and Chinese – advances in expanding their influence, explains Gilbert
Doctorow.

By Gilbert Doctorow
As Democrats and the mainstream U.S. media focus intensely on still unproven
charges of Russian election meddling to explain Hillary Clinton’s surprising
defeat, the furor has forced an embattled President Trump to retreat from his
plans to cooperate with Russia on fighting terrorism and other global
challenges.
Amid the anti-Russian hysteria, Trump’s Cabinet members and United Nations
ambassador have gone out of their way to reiterate the tough policy positions of
the Obama administration with respect to Russia, underlining that nothing has
changed. For its part, Congress has plunged into McCarthyistic hearings aimed at
Trump supporters who may have met with Russians before the 2016 elections.
Meanwhile, the Kremlin has duly noted these developments in Washington. In
Moscow, the breakthrough in relations that some had hoped for is now dismissed
as improbable. On the other hand, while the United States is tearing itself
apart in partisan fighting, Russia is getting a much-needed breather from the
constant ratcheting up of pressure from the West that it experienced over the
past three years.
We hear from Russian elites more and more how they plan to proceed on the
international stage in the new circumstances. The byword is self-reliance and
pursuit of the regional and global policies that have been forming over the past
couple of years as the confrontation with the United States escalated.
These policies have nothing to do with some attack on the Baltic States or
Poland, the nightmare scenarios pushed by neoconservatives and liberal
interventionists in the U.S. and the European Union. The Russian plans also have
nothing to do with subversion of elections in France or Germany, the other part
of the fevered imaginations of the West.
Instead, the Russians are concentrating on their domestic defense capabilities
and their budding political alliances with China and a host of Asian countries
that together can oppose the power of the West. It is important to understand
that the Russian vision is a future multi-polar world, not a return to the

bipolar Cold War system of two superpowers, which Russian elites see as
unattainable given the diffusion of power across the globe and Russia’s own more
limited resources.
In other words, the Russians are envisioning a future world order whose contours
harken back to the Nineteenth Century. In terms of details, the Russians are now
inseparably wed to China for reasons of mutual economic and security interest on
the global stage. The same is becoming true of their relationship with Iran at
the regional level of the Greater Middle East.
The Russian elites also take pride in the emerging military, economic and
geopolitical relationships with countries as far removed as Libya, Egypt,
Turkey, Pakistan and Thailand. News about breakthroughs with each of these
countries is heralded on daily television programming.
Mideast Interests
Russian elites note that the United States has misunderstood Moscow’s position
in Syria from the start of the war there. Russia’s priority was never to keep
the Assad regime in power, but rather to maintain a foothold in the Middle East.
Put narrowly, Russia was determined to maintain its naval base at Tarsus, which
is important to support Russia’s presence in the Eastern Mediterranean. More
broadly, Moscow’s goal was to restore Russian influence in the strategic region
where Russia once was a significant player before the collapse of the Soviet
Union in the early 1990s.
Russia’s loss of Eastern Europe is also not forgotten, though American hegemony
there is acknowledged as a reality of the present. But nothing lasts forever,
and the Russians expect to be back as a major force in the region, not by
military conquest, but by virtue of economic and strategic logic, which favors
them in the long term. Though many East European elites have been bought off by
the United States and the European Union, many common citizens have been major
losers from the American led post-Cold War order, suffering from deindustrialization and large-scale emigration to more developed E.U. countries,
reaching as much as 25 percent of the general population in some places. These
Eastern European countries have little to offer Western Europe except for
tourist destinations, whereas their shared potential for trade with Russia is
immense.
This past weekend, Russian television news carried images of demonstrations in
Poland, Bulgaria, Romania and Moldova that you did not see on Euronews. The
object of this popular wrath was billionaire financial speculator George Soros
and his “Open Society” affiliates. Russian news commentary explained that these
demonstrations — operating under the banner of “Go Home Soros” — became possible

now because the Trump administration has dropped U.S. support for him.
It would be naïve not to see some official Russian assistance to these
coordinated demonstrations across a large swath of Eastern Europe, but the
Russians were simply giving the United States a taste of its own medicine, since
U.S.-sponsored “non-governmental organizations” have been busy subverting
legitimate Euro-skeptic governments in these countries in cooperation with
Soros’s NGOs.
Not Your Grandfather’s Cold War
But there are key differences between what is happening now and in the Cold War
days. The original Cold War was characterized not only by military and
geopolitical rivalry of the world’s two superpowers, the U.S. and the Soviet
Union. It also was an ideological rivalry between – on one side – free market
capitalism and parliamentary democracy and – on the other – planned economies
and monolithic top-down Communist Party rule.
Starting with President Richard Nixon, a policy of détente was put in place,
which embodied the principle of co-existence of these competing principles of
organizing human society for the sake of world peace. There are those who
maintain we have no New Cold War today because the ideological dimension is
lacking, although there are obvious differences over principles between the
socially liberal U.S./E.U. and the more socially conservative Russia. But those
differences hardly constitute a full-blown ideological conflict.
The real area of contention is in how each side today conceptualizes global
governance. On this level, it makes sense to speak of an ideological divide
because there is a vast body of thought to underpin the competing views which
include: globalization versus sovereign-state; values-based foreign policy
versus interests-based foreign policy; a global order established by the all-out
victory of liberal democracy over all other forms of national governance versus
a balance of forces and respect for local differences; idealism versus realism.
The West generally has favored the first of these options while Russia and China
lead a bloc of nations generally favoring the second options.
On the campaign trail and in his Inaugural speech, Donald Trump spoke in Realist
terms suggesting that the U.S. would abandon its Idealist ideology of the
preceding 25 years, which involved coercive “regime change” strategies to impose
Western political values and economic systems around the world. Instead, Trump
suggested that he would do business with Russia and with the world at large
without imposing U.S. solutions, essentially accepting the principles that the
Russians have been promoting ever since they began their public pushback to the
United States in 2007.

However, given Trump’s retreat on foreign policy in recent weeks – while under
fierce attack from Washington power centers asserting possible collusion between
the Trump campaign and Russia – we may be left with something akin to the re-set
that Obama introduced at the start of his rule in 2009 which never went as far
as détente/co-existence. It was limited to cooperation in isolated areas where
U.S. and Russian interests were deemed to coincide.
The only difference we might see from the embattled Trump administration is less
of a penchant for “regime change” operations and a resumption of some bilateral
contacts with Russia that were cut off when Obama decided to penalize Russia for
its intervention in Crimea and the Donbass in 2014.
Assuming that Washington’s neocon Republicans and hawkish Democrats don’t push
Trump into a desperate political corner, he might at least engage Moscow with a
more polite and diplomatic tone. That might be better than some of the
alternatives, but it is surely not an onset of a new collaborative Golden Age.
The scaling back in expectations of how far the Trump administration will go in
improving relations with Russia makes sense because of another reality that has
become clear now that his team of advisers and implementers is filling out,
namely that there is no one in his “kitchen cabinet” or in his administration
who can guide the neophyte president as he tries to negotiate a new global order
and to do a “big deal” with Vladimir Putin, such as Trump may have hoped to
strike.
Trump’s son-in-law Jared Kushner lacks the experience and depth to be a worldclass strategic thinker. Trump’s Secretary of State Rex Tillerson has corporate
skills from his years at Exxon-Mobil but also lacks a strategic vision. Many
other key jobs have gone to military generals who may be competent
administrators but have limited political or diplomatic experience. There was
talk of guidance coming from Henry Kissinger, but he has not been seen or heard
from recently, and it is doubtful that at his advanced age and frailty he could
provide consistent counsel.
As Trump struggles to survive the cumulative attacks on his fledgling
administration, he is also distracted from the reality of a rapidly changing
world. If and when he does get to concentrate on the geopolitical situation, he
may well have to play catch up with Russia and China as they make deals with
other regional players and fill the vacuum left by the ongoing American
political disorder.
Assuming Trump can bring on board talented advisers with strategic depth, it
would still take enormous vision and diplomatic skills to strike a “big deal”
that could begin to end the violent chaos that has swept across much of the

world since 2001. If and when that becomes possible, such a deal might look like
a “Yalta-2” with a triangular shape involving the U.S., Russia and China.
Gilbert Doctorow is a Brussels-based political analyst. His latest book, Does
Russia Have a Future? was published in August 2015.

Fear Spreads in Immigrant Communities
President Trump’s roundup of undocumented workers has spread fear though
immigrant communities unsure what to expect as federal agents coordinate with
local police to hunt people down, reports Dennis J Bernstein.

By Dennis J Bernstein
There is “widespread fear” in the undocumented community, says Pablo Alvarado,
executive director of the National Day Laborer Organizing Network (NDLON), whose
work in the first two months of the Trump administration has focused on keeping
people from panicking while informing them of their rights and how to defend
themselves if U.S. immigration agents show up at their workplace or home or
intercept them on their way to work or while taking their children to school.
Alvarado is often compared to Cesar Chavez in terms of his leadership and
organizing power in the undocumented community. NDLON represents tens of
thousands of day-laborers. I spoke to Alvarado on March 10.
Dennis Bernstein: Help us put a face on what it looks like now at ground level.
What are the discussions like in the community? Give us a sense of how people
are responding to this first salvo, or series of salvos from this anti-immigrant
administration.
Pablo Alvarado: Yes, well, there is widespread fear. And, because of the
aggressive nature of the Trump immigration policies, the bans, the executive
decisions that he’s made. And the fact that ICE agents are going all over the
country picking people up. They claim that they were going to go after people
who have had previous criminal convictions, and violent criminals. That’s what
they said, but it’s not true.
A lot of people who don’t have any convictions have been detained. And some
people who have had previous convictions like DUIs, dating 15 – 20 years ago are
coming back. These folks don’t represent a threat to public safety, but yet
they’re being targeted. They are being separated from their loved ones.

DB: Just to keep the human face on it, in that regard. There was, in fact, a dad
who was here 20 – 22 years who was taking, I guess, his kid… he had three or
four kids, but he was taking his kid to school, he was separated from his kid,
on the way to school?
PA: Correct. It’s one of the cases that our organization is assisting with.
Romulo [Avelica-Gonzalez] essentially was taking his kids to the school when he
was actually followed by ICE agents. Who, by the way, were not wearing their
uniform. Their jackets said that they were police. So, anyway, this type of
situation is sending a wave of fear in our community. So, oftentimes, people see
white vans driving in the neighborhoods and everyone freaks out. And they start
posting on social media. “We saw ICE agents, the vans, ICE vans in such and such
location.”
And all of us feel this widespread fear. And people are staying inside. So, the
good thing is that a lot of allies, immigrants’ rights organizations, churches
understand that there is this fear. So there is an effort to suppress that fear,
and ensure that whatever notification goes out of ICE presence in the
neighborhoods, that it’s real. That it’s not based on the fear.
So, there is no way, absolutely no way, that our community can defend without
removing that fear. You cannot fight back when you’re fearful, or when you hate
somebody, when you’re angry. So, our defense has to be very rational, and well
thought out. And there is no way we can fight back effectively from a
perspective of anger, hatred or fear. And that’s why it’s essential that we
remove that fear.
DB: Alright, and last we spoke you were beginning to set up structures, networks
that people could communicate across states, across the country. And so, really
I guess, the way to counteract fear is with knowledge and with an approach
that’s methodical. So, how is that going? How is the community organizing? How
is that coming together? If it is.
PA: Yeah. Well, let me elaborate more about the fear, the strategy of fear.
Because it’s important that Americans understand what this is about. So, it’s
important to recognize this small segment of nativism, xenophobes, that are
promoting this fear, and, who, by the way, are now in power. Who have the power
of the federal government, at their hands. We’re talking about Steven Bannon,
Jeff Sessions, Kris Kobach. These are the main advisors of President Trump. And
these folks have been the leaders of these efforts to create that fear. Because
they have never been interested in fixing the so-called broken immigration
system. They’ve never been interested in that.
What they want to do is bring down the non-white, foreign-born population. It’s

been very clear. They know that realistically speaking, logistically speaking,
they cannot deport 11 – 12 million people. They’re not interested in that. What
they want is they want to create so much misery that people will pack their
bags, and leave on their own. This is the idea, attrition through enforcement
strategy.
And they’ve never forgotten that strategy. And the main proponents of that
strategy are now in power. So that’s what it comes from. And obviously creating
that fear is not just directed towards immigrants.
So, obviously what they want is they want to create this state of fear so that
people do not fight back for their rights, that we give up our rights. And we
say “Okay, Mr. Trump, we’re going to deport ourselves. Because the circumstances
of living in the United States are unbearable. So I’m going to pack my bags and
leave on my own.” This has always been their strategy. And that’s precisely what
they want to create, the wave of fear through this new enforcement policies that
Mr. Trump is implementing aggressively.
They also want to tell localities “If you support immigrants, if you have layers
of protection for immigrants, we’re going to take away your funding.” That’s
again playing with fear, creating fear. And now he’s telling significant
segments of Americans who believe in his facts, his alternative facts, he’s
telling them “You have to be fearful of the immigrants because they are
dangerous, they are criminals.”
They have created an office, a special office now, for victims of undocumented
people that kill Americans. So, precisely with that purpose of sending, of
creating, that fear of immigrants. So, everything is about fear. This man… I
mean that’s how fascism operates, creating that fear.
So, in order for us to fight back we need to remove that fear and we need to tap
into the power that people have. Remember that immigrants… we are courageous
people. We come from places where we have faced dictators, drug cartels, gang
members, extreme poverty, political persecution. Then we cross borders, deserts,
and some of us rode the train. We’ve crossed deserts, etc., etc. We’re powerful
people. We need to tap into that sense of courage to overcome the fear. And the
first step towards overcoming that fear is essentially knowing your rights and,
more importantly, how to exercise those rights, in different scenarios. And this
is precisely the first step that we are taking with the day labor community, and
beyond.
We plan to visit – there are 700 day labor corners in this country – we are
going to visit them all in the next four years. And everyone, every worker out
there, will have the information that they need to protect themselves. And the

training that they need to talk to other day laborers and begin organizing
themselves to defend each other. That’s the first step.
The second is that we’re looking for friends of the day laborers, so if there
are some listeners who might live close to a day labor location and they want to
volunteer, they want to monitor what happens in that corner and they want to
come help day laborers understand, and know their rights, please get in touch
with us. Because across the country we are going to be recruiting people that
are going to be monitoring the activities that take place at that corner,
including hate crimes and incidents. Including violations of wage and hours
laws, like wage theft, injuries at the work place, including coming to the
corner, or the center, and teaching people about their rights.
So, if there are folks who are listening who live nearby a day labor corner,
please call us. And we’ll train you on how to approach the workers and train
them. We want to make sure that every corner across the country has the basic
layers of community protection. There are so many friends of day laborers who
will want to participate in these efforts.
DB: I just want you to say a little bit more about the infrastructure of NDLON
so people understand what your work has been, since 2002 – 2003, when you became
executive director. So, you said there are over 700 corners that you represent.
And that’s the way in which you can create a network of pro-active, defense and
fight back. Explain the infrastructure a little bit.
PA: Alright. Well, NDLON was established to address issues that workers face
every single day when they look for work, either at day laborer corners or day
laborer centers. And throughout our work, we believe that setting up places that
are safe and dignified for workers to get together and meet their employers, not
only helps workers and employers and communities, but it improves public safety.
It improves community relations, so that’s why we’ve built 70 day labor centers
across the country. These are places that people go every single day to find a
day of work. There is staff in those places, and essentially to make sure that
the transactions between employer and worker are clear, and transparent. But
there are only 70 of those job centers across the country.
More day laborers are in the streets. And, of course, when you are in the
streets you are subjected to many indignities. And NDLON was built to address
many of these indignities. But our infrastructure is not enough, because the
need is big. That’s why we are recruiting volunteers to join our forces, to join
our efforts, to make sure that people’s rights are respected.
So we do have a basic infrastructure, and we do have centers across the country.
And these centers will be working together with whomever volunteers to make sure

that day laborers are well protected. But, again, we’re also looking for
resources.
For example, in order to bring the Know Your Rights training to every corner,
we’re going to need a lot of printing and duplications. So, we’re going to be
asking folks to donate to make sure that every single day laborer out there
knows about his rights and how to exercise them. And at the very least, if there
is a basic infrastructure, to at least for people to know what their rights are.
So that campaign is on its way. So, if there are folks that want to participate,
please get in touch with us.
DB: And, again, there’s some very interesting information coming out of the
National Day Laborer Organizing Network. You can go to their web site. I want to
ask you, have you been in any way monitoring, or just noticing how to evaluate
sort of the upsurge in the sense of white people now being freed by these white
supremacists, these nationalists in power now, is there an upsurge? Are people
being attacked more, being threatened more? How do you read that?
PA: There is. There is more… now that an employer who has stolen workers’ wages
is a precedent, of course, you know, other employers who believe the same as Mr.
Trump, are going to feel emboldened. And as a consequence are going to hire
people and refuse to pay their wages. So there has been an increase in the
number of people who are getting hired and not being paid for the work that they
performed. So we have that. We have… there’s been a series of incidents of
violence against day laborers.
I’ve seen it here in Los Angeles, in five places, of people being harassed, and
chased. And one of the workers was actually beaten here in downtown Los Angeles.
So, we’ve seen an increase on people passing by at day laborer corners and
yelling racial epitaphs to the workers. So, yes, there is this increase and I
only expect to see more, unfortunately.
The number of hate crimes in our country has increased, not just against
Muslims, and against the Jewish community, but against Mexican and Central
American immigrants. And I think the increase in the incidents, the hate crimes
and incidents has been proportional to the attacks on Muslims and Jewish
communities. And that is something that is happening nation-wide.
And, obviously, one of the things that… part of the campaign that we are
implementing right now of adopting a corner and asking for volunteers… it’s
insuring that every time someone goes by and screams a racial epitaph at
workers, that’s a hate incident. These are not getting reported. and it’s
important that we create a data base, and description of these kinds of
incidents because unless people speak out, we won’t be able to show America its

ugly side. Because people need to see … what’s happening. So part of what
volunteers are going to be doing is training workers how to document these types
of hate incidents. Where, and how to report them. That’s going to be part of
this campaign.
DB: And, I know you’re very busy and you have to go soon. Just two more quick
questions. It sort of looks like Trump’s jobs program is like… they are already
hiring in Stars and Stripes and all these military magazines to come and get a
good job working at the border. Trump has already referred… he was corrected by
surrogates, but he’s already referred to what’s going on at the border, the
hiring of 10 and then 5,000 more folks, as a military operation. Your thoughts
about what’s happening on that front.
PA: Well, you know, people who believe that Trump’s promises, and the total
campaign was just electoral politics and rhetoric were, essentially, wrong. Now,
it’s not hypotheticals anymore. People are getting rounded up and ICE is being
more aggressive.
ICE has always been a rogue agency, no oversight. They don’t have to follow the
same rules of respecting the constitution that police officers are supposed to
follow. And, essentially, there’s no oversight. At a given point, ICE even
disobeyed the orders of President Obama when he told us “Hey, these are the
priorities, that you may want to follow them”… as a matter of fact the ICE
union, the border patrol union, even filed a lawsuit against President Obama.
So, this is a rogue agency, that’s been beefed up. But it’s been strengthened
and there is no doubt in my mind that when President Trump said “I will build a
deportation force”… that that’s exactly what he plans to do. So, 5,000 original
border patrol agents with no oversight. Imagine the kind of human rights’ crisis
that’s going to be caused at the U.S./Mexico border. And internally they’re
planning to hire 10,000 additional ICE agents. Meaning that more places… places
where people gather would not be safe for migrants, across this country. So, his
deportation force is being built up.
Now, in order for him to deport the 2 – 3 million people that he said that he
would deport during the first years, he has to enlist local police. So the
dilemma that is being presented here is not just for immigrants, it’s also for
elected officials, who have to determine how far they’re going to go in terms of
collaborating with ICE. And where they’re going to be complicit in the mass
deportation policies of this administration. In the near future, our country
will be viewing this moment as one of the most shameful period in the history of
our country. And localities of police departments will have to give testimonies
on which side they stood.

And I think that’s why there are so many elected leaders, both at the local and
state level, who are taking a stronger stand against President Trump, because
they understand what is the right side of history, they understand that
participating in this immigration force will be devastating not just to migrant
families, but the people that they work for. And it will be devastating for the
same concept of public safety. And that percent of people who fear police will
not report crimes, when they are victims or witnesses. And this is only
detrimental to communities, actually to public safety.
And I think some police officers understand that. And this is a dilemma that
this administration is putting every single police department and every single
city council in this country. And local governments have to make the right
choice. And they are. A significant number of them are saying “We’re not going
to collaborate in the construction of this deportation force. We want to make
sure that there’s a bright line between what we do and what the federal agents
do.”
So, obviously, this militarization is not just detrimental to migrants, who are
going to be persecuted even more, with more officers. But is detrimental to what
localities can do, to protect everyone, every resident within their boundaries.
DB: And, just in the final minute that we have. The other side of that dad
getting arrested on the way… after 22 years… taking his kids to school, is the
family, the mom and her kids being placed in a private prison. There’s now a
private prison boom, the private prison industry, they’re all getting ready for
a surge in business.
PA: They’re salivating, right now, they’re salivating. They see Mr. Trump, that
Mr. Trump is going to be kind of like the oppression that’s going to make their
growth possible. And it’s grotesque, when private corporations make money out of
the suffering of people. But it doesn’t surprise me because this has been the
framework of our adversaries. This is the framework that Trump has brought into
the debate.
In order to make America great you need to make some people suffer. And it’s
idiotic, because you don’t have to make people suffer. In order to make America
great you don’t have to divide people into good and bad immigrants. In order to
make America great you don’t have to be a deportation force that is going to
undermine what I believe is the heart of this country. Talking about fear… I
think that President Trump is fearful of the courage that immigrants
demonstrate, every single day.
I strongly believe that the president and his closest advisers are a bunch of
scared people. They’re scared of the fact that whether they like it or not this

is a country of migrants. And in every generation, migrants have been the
beating heart of this country. Migrants live the idea of the American dream with
more intensity than anybody else, precisely because of the circumstances of
where they come from. And that is what Mr. Trump and his advisers are fearful
of, that courage, and the ability to push forward in this country.
Dennis J Bernstein is a host of “Flashpoints” on the Pacifica radio network and
the author of Special Ed: Voices from a Hidden Classroom. You can access the
audio archives at www.flashpoints.net.

