{ Union reinforcements hurried to Fort Stevens.
“ Forts Slocum, Totten, and DeRussy joined in the
. defense of Fort Stevens on July 11 and 12, firing on

i { the advancing enemy troops. Early retreated

F1. Stevens | across the Potomac, ending the only Confederate
{ | action against Washington.
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| Fort C.F. Smith was constructed
vb% Union Troops in earlgl 1863.
The fortification extended the
line of Arlington forts to the ]
' Potomac River. Along with Forts |
‘Strong, Morton, and Woodbury, |
iit functioned as part of the {
outer perimeter of defenses that | \ 4
protected the Aqueduct Bridge | i OF’)
of the Chesapeake and Ohio § % - : i
'Canal. The fort was a lunette {
with a southern and western
face and two flanks, and two
‘bastions on the north side to
- protect it from attack up the
ravines form the Potomac. The
‘fort was entered from the east
' by a road that crossed Spout Run |
‘and proceeded up the hill to !
| Fort Strong. To provide clear
lines of fire for Fort C.F. Smith
\and adjacent forts, all of the
' trees for miles around were cut
‘down. Many of the trees were
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The fort was completed in September 1861 | % b i : &
and was named for Commander James Ot

. Harmon Ward, the first Union naval officer | o Fi Wittiims
to die in the Civil War. The initial | . B LT,

earthwork fort had a perimeter of 540 Ft. Eﬁéwbrgi‘* x

yards and emplacements for 24 guns. After |
the Battle of Second Bull Run, Fort Ward

- was scheduled for rebuilding beginning in

1 1863. When the war ended in April 1865,
the enlarged fort had a perimeter of 818
yards and emplacements for 36 guns.
Throughout the Civil War Fort Ward served |
as a deterrent and never came under

| Confederate attack. It was abandoned in
December 1865, and salvageable materials
were sold at auction. )
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i ‘ Eight miles downriver from the capital,
_‘©?§Ft. Greble I‘;Fort Foote was considered “a powerful

{enclosed work" by its chief engineer,
' "and the most elaborate...of all the
' defenses of Washington." The long
i oval earthwork was constructed on
| Rozier's Bluff from 1863 to 1865 to
' strengthen the ring of fortifications )
‘that encircled Washington, D.C., during |
‘the Civil War. Fort Foote was designed |
| to protect the river entrance to the
| ports of Alexandria, Georgetown, and
| Washington and replace the aging Fort |
| Washington as the primary river
. defense. The fort was named for Rear
- Adm. Andrew H. Foote who died in
11863 from wounds he received in
| combat the previous year.
- Over the massive rammed-earth
\parapets, two 15-inch Rodman guns
and four 200-pounder rifled Parrotts
\ had muzzles trained down the Potomac
. River. With a deafening roar, the
.Rodman cannon could hurl 440-pound
' shells for three miles. Siege and field
I guns were stationed to fire on any
| party attacking from land. Companies
1 of the 9th New York Heavy artillery
worked to build and arm the fort. The
tlast in the ring of forts and batteries to
' be 2bandoned when peacetime
ireturned, Fort Foote continued in

active status until 1878. It was briefly
| reactivated as a training site during
World War L.
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