The Absurd US Bases in Japan
Anticipating a return to power after Republicans win in 2012, the neocons are
now in a delaying game to stop any serious cuts in the U.S. military budget,
including in the global network of bases, even in countries like Japan where as
Robert Higgs notes

the national security rationale has long since disappeared.

By Robert Higgs
After the Japanese government surrendered to the Americans and their allies in
1945, the U.S. military occupied the Japanese home islands and ruled the nation
for several years. In due course, however, Japan’s situation was normalized,
and, moreover, in 1946 the Japanese adopted a new constitution that renounced
war as an instrument of national policy.
The constitution read: “Aspiring sincerely to an international peace based on
justice and order, the Japanese people forever renounce war as a sovereign right
of the nation and the threat or use of force as means of settling international
disputes.
“In order to accomplish the aim of the preceding paragraph, land, sea, and air
forces, as well as other war potential, will never be maintained. The right of
belligerency of the state will not be recognized.”
At that point, Japan no longer represented a threat, or even a potential threat,
to the United States, apart from the threat that developed later that the
Japanese would sell American consumers superior automobiles and consumer
electronics, among other things.
Yet the Yankees never left Japan. Their military installations remain there
today, 66 years after Japan’s surrender. These bases are staffed by some 36,000
U.S. military personnel and more than 5,000 American civilians employed by the
U.S. Department of Defense.
About three-quarters of the U.S. military bases in Japan are located on the
islands of Okinawa, where the fiercest battle of the Pacific war occurred in the
spring of 1945, causing horrendous losses on both sides, including many
thousands of civilian deaths, and the destruction of about 90 percent of the
islands’ buildings.
As if the wartime devastation were not enough, the American military personnel
on Okinawa since 1945 have made themselves a chronic nuisance to the local
populace, perpetrating crimes that range from automobile-related incidents, such
as hit and run, to assaults and rapes. U.S. aircraft sometimes crash into

civilian areas.
Most Okinawans devoutly desire that these unwelcome, seemingly permanent
American occupiers would get out. And well they should; indeed, they should have
done so a long time ago.
Yet, many well-placed U.S. officials and public-opinion molders have insisted,
and continue to insist, that even if Japan does not threaten the United States,
maintenance of U.S. forces in Japan serves to protect Americans from other
threats, such as that posed by China.
However, the idea that the Chinese, who rely on Americans to purchase a large
share of their exports and who currently own more than $1 trillion of U.S.
Treasury securities, would wish to attack the United States militarily seems
more preposterous by the day.
This far-fetched tale is, however, the sort of story that neocons enjoy telling
their children at bedtime, when the little tykes have tired of the one about the
impending Iranian nuclear strike.
Keeping U.S. military forces in Japan, like keeping them nearly everywhere else
they are kept around the world, serves primarily to preserve the global empire
of bases that gives U.S. generals and admirals plush commands and U.S.
policymakers at the Pentagon and the State Department something to toy with when
they are running out of ideas about how to make the world poorer and more
dangerous.
At the same time, though, the U.S. government, which must borrow 40 percent of
the dollars it spends and whose once-riskless securities have begun the descent
toward junk status, must expend hundreds of billions every year to maintain its
imperial forces abroad.
Even if these foreign bases had a genuine rationale, which for the most part
they do not, the simple fact is that the government can no longer afford to
maintain them.
The solution ought to be obvious: Yankee, go home!
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The ‘Don’t Kill That Puppy’ Appeal
From Editor Robert Parry: A reader called to suggest that our lagging fund drive
take a page from the Republican hostage playbook and threaten to kill, say, a
lovable puppy unless we get the donations we need. (We’re too small to tank the
entire economy.) Animal lovers will be glad to hear that we rejected the plan,
but

If you can help us raise the $8,000 or so we still need before the fund drive
ends at midnight Wednesday, there are four easy ways to support our independent
investigative journalism:
First option: You can make a tax-deductible donation by credit card at the Web
site or by check to Consortium for Independent Journalism (CIJ); 2200 Wilson
Blvd.; Suite 102-231; Arlington VA 22201. Or you can use PayPal (our account is
named after our e-mail address “consortnew@aol.com”).
With any donation of $50 or more, you can request as a premium gift a copy of
one of two documentaries about the historic 1980 election:
A DVD of the PBS “Frontline” documentary “The Election Held Hostage,” co-written
by Robert Parry. It explores whether Republican skullduggery with Iran was a
factor in electing Ronald Reagan.
Or, filmmaker William Brandon Shanley’s documentary, “The Made for TV Election,”
which examines the role of media manipulation. It is narrated by actor Martin
Sheen.
For $100, you can get both. And for $125, we will add the two-DVD set of the
closed-door congressional debriefing of Israeli intelligence officer Ari BenMenashe, describing his role in these historic events.
Once you make your donation, simply e-mail us your selection at
consortnew@aol.com.
If you’d prefer, a book instead of a DVD, you can ask for an autographed copy of
one of Robert Parry’s last three books Lost History, Secrecy & Privilege or Neck
Deep as a substitute. Just follow up your donation with an e-mail expressing
your choice.
Second: if you’d rather spread out your support in smaller amounts, you can sign
up for a monthly donation. With contributions of $10 or more a month, you can
qualify for war correspondent Don North’s DVD, “Yesterday’s Enemies” about the

lives of former Salvadoran guerrillas. For details, click here.
(If you sign up for a monthly donation and want to get Don’s DVD, remember to
contact us at consortnew@aol.com. If you prefer, we can substitute “The Election
Held Hostage” or “The Made for TV Election.” Just ask.)
Third option: if you can’t afford a donation right now, you can also help us
reach our fundraising goal by taking advantage of our deep discount for the twobook set of Robert Parry’s Secrecy & Privilege and Neck Deep (co-authored with
Sam and Nat Parry). The sale price for the set is only $19, postage included.
For details, click here.
Fourth: you can help us close out our warehouse space by buying full boxes
of Secrecy & Privilege or Neck Deep for only $59. Each carton contains 28
paperbacks, or you can ask that we give you a mix of half and half, 14 of each.
You can give the books away as gifts or resell them for your own fundraiser.
(One reader placed an order for her book club, a great idea since each book
costs only about $2.)
For details about this bulk book order, click here and scroll down to the $59
offer.
As always, thanks for your support.
Robert Parry broke many of the Iran-Contra stories in the 1980s for the
Associated Press and Newsweek. He founded Consortiumnews.com in 1995 as the
Internet’s first investigative magazine. He saw it as a way to combine modern
technology and old-fashioned journalism to counter the increasing triviality and
timidity of the mainstream U.S. news media.

